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PART 5 – CLUSTERS OF PROGRAMS 

INTRODUCTION 

Part 5 identifies those programs that are considered to be clusters of Federal programs.  As 
defined by 2 CFR section 200.17, a cluster of programs means a grouping of closely related 
programs that share common compliance requirements.  The clusters of programs included in 
this Part are research and development (R&D) and student financial assistance (SFA), as well as 
certain other programs included in Part 4, “Agency Program Requirements,” that are deemed to 
be clusters.  A cluster of programs must be considered as one program for determining major 
programs, as described in 2 CFR section 200.518 (major program determination), and, with the 
exception of R&D as described in 2 CFR section 200.501(c), determining whether a program-
specific audit may be elected.   

“Other clusters” also may be designated by a State for Federal awards the State provides to its 
subrecipients that meet the definition of a “cluster of programs.”  When designating an “other 
cluster,” a State must identify the Federal awards included in the cluster and advise the 
subrecipients of compliance requirements applicable to the cluster, consistent with 2 CFR section 
200.331(a).  This part of the Supplement does not identify any State-designated clusters of 
programs. 

For the R&D and SFA clusters, this Part is the equivalent of Part 4 coverage.  In developing the 
audit procedures to test for compliance with the requirements for the R&D and SFA clusters, the 
auditor must determine which of the 12 types of compliance requirements apply and then 
determine which of the applicable requirements is likely to have a direct and material effect on 
the cluster at the auditee.  For each such requirement other than N, “Special Tests and 
Provisions,” the auditor must use Part 3 (which includes generic details about each compliance 
requirement, including audit objectives and suggested audit procedures) and this Part 5 (which 
includes any cluster-specific requirements) to perform the audit.  For N, “Special Tests and 
Provisions,” Part 3 includes only audit objectives and suggested audit procedures for internal 
control; all other information is included in Part 5.   

The descriptions of the compliance requirements in Parts 3 and 5 are a general summary of the 
actual compliance requirements.  The auditor must refer to the referenced citations (e.g., statutes 
and regulations) for the complete compliance requirements. 


